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Tragic News 
Oct 20, 2004 
Panhandle Helicopter Ambulance Crashes Into Bay; 3 Dead 
The Associated Press 
 
SANTA ROSA BEACH, Fla. (AP) - An air ambulance 
helicopter crashed into Choctawhatchee Bay early 
Wednesday, killing all three crew members aboard, officials 
said. Two bodies have been recovered and divers were 
looking for the third victim. No patients were aboard the 
AIRHeart helicopter, said Mike Burke, a spokesman for 
Sacred Heart Health Systems, which operates hospitals in 
Santa Rosa Beach and Pensacola. "We have lost three 
brave people, true heroes who dedicated themselves to 
saving the lives of others," Sacred Heart president and CEO 
Patrick J. Madden said in a written statement. Identities of the 
crew were not immediately released. The pilot worked for 
Metro Aviation Inc. of Shreveport, La., which maintains and 
flies two helicopters for Sacred Heart in the Florida  
Panhandle, one based at Santa Rosa Beach and the other at 
Marianna. A Sacred Heart nurse and a South Walton Fire 
District paramedic also were aboard. Walton County Search 
and Rescue divers found two bodies in the wreckage and 
were continuing their search, said Lt. Stan Kirkland of the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. The 
Eurocopter BO-105 departed from its hanger in Santa Rosa 
Beach at  
12:41 a.m. CDT bound for Healthmark Regional Medical 
Center at DeFuniak Springs, about 25 miles away, to transfer 
a critically ill heart patient to a Pensacola hospital. Four 
minutes later the crew radioed that it was aborting the 
mission because of bad weather and expected to land back 
at the hangar in 10 minutes, Sacred Heart officials said. 
There was no distress call then and no further 
communication with the helicopter. A debris field later was 
found in the bay near the U.S. 331 bridge crosses it in Walton 
County about 75 miles east of Pensacola, Burke  
said. The heart patient was transferred by ambulance, said 
Joanie Myddelton, director of nursing for Healthmark. She 
said she could not disclose which hospital received the 
patient or whether the patient's condition has changed.  
The National Transportation Safety Board is investigating the 
crash.  
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It is my sad duty to report to you all that 
Colleen Cowie Rodriguez and her husband, 
Charly, lost their baby at 37 weeks 
gestation. This past Saturday night he was 
found to have no heart beat & was delivered 
stillborn via C/S. Please keep the family in 
your thoughts & prayers. 
 

 
 
This past month has been very busy for 
most of us. Julie Bacon & Colleen Rodriguez 
were both speakers at the recent National 
Association of Neonatal Nurses. Our own 
organization was also featured in a poster 
presentation at this event.  

 

Julie Bacon gives lecture entitled “That 
Wonderful Team & Their Flying Machine: 
Neonate & Staff @ Altitude” 

 

 

 

 

Colleen Rodriguez delivers her talk entitled 
“Does Transport of Extremely Low Birth 
Weight Infants Contribute to Increased 
Morbidity? A Longitudinal Study” 

 

Colleen Rodriguez & Nancy Burke deliver a 
poster presentation on the FNPTNA 


